
Welcome to St Alban’s 
Lent 2  

 
Before the children leave for Children’s Church we pray together.... 

 

Dear God, this church is a family. 
Help us to learn together, to worship together, 

to share together and to pray together. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 

 
1  All my hope on God is founded 
he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 

God unknown,  
he alone 

calls my heart to be his own. 
 
2  Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tow’r and temple fall to dust. 

But God’s pow’r,  
hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tow’r. 
 
3  God’s great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought; 
splendour, light and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 

Evermore,  
from his store, 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 
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4  Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ his Son. 

Christ doth call  
one and all: 

ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

 
We are gathered together as one body… 

† In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION 

God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness  
to walk as children of light. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you, †pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT (The special prayer of the day) 

Almighty God, 
by the prayer and discipline of Lent 
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 
and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE 
 

Genesis 12.1–4a 

Romans 4.1–5,13–17 
 

After each reading: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GRADUAL HYMN Cecil Frances Alexander (1880-1895) 

 
1  There is a green hill far away,  
Outside a city wall, 
Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all. 
 
2  We may not know, we cannot tell, 
What pains He had to bear; 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 

3  He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 
That we might go at last to heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 
 
4  There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 
He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven, and let us in. 
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5  O dearly, dearly has He loved! 
And we must love Him too, 
And trust in His redeeming blood, 
And try His works to do. 

 

THE GOSPEL  
 

We remain standing for the Gospel reading and sing…  

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have sinned against thee.  

 

 
 
 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

John 3.1–17 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

THE SERMON  
 
 

THE NICENE CREED Please stand if you are able 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten not made,  
of one Being with the Father,  
through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
he was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Response: Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayers we say together: 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE   
 

We meet in the name of Christ and we share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN Charles Wesley (1707 - 1788) 

1  Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
2  Come, Almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above; 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
3  Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee. 
Changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise.  

 
 

THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE  
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has 
given and human hands have made.  
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God forever. 
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Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and 
work of human hands.  
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 

 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God 
and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son.  

For in these forty days you lead us into the desert of repentance that 
through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may grow in grace and 
learn to be your people once again.  

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring us back to your 
generous heart.  

Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to your presence in 
the world and free our hands to welcome others into the radiant 
splendour of your love. 

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast with joyful hearts and minds  
we bless you for your mercy and join with saints and angels for ever 
praising you and singing: 
 
We sing Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Power, 

Lord God of might, Lord God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed, blessed, blessed, 
blessed is he who comes in the name, 
who comes in the Lord’s own name. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread 
and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you.  
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again, he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with 
confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 
We sing Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come, come in glory. 

 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom 
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms  
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Alban and all the saints  
to feast at your table in heaven.  
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name;  
Your kingdom come, your will be done;  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.   
Amen. 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 

Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

 

We sing Jesus, Lamb of God, bearer of our sin; 
Jesus, saviour: 
Hear our prayer, hear our prayer; 
through this bread and wine we share 
may we be your sign of peace everywhere. 

 

Invitation to communion 
Draw near with faith.  
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ  
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.  
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
All baptised Christians who receive communion in their own churches are welcome to receive 
communion. Anyone may come forward to receive a blessing. 
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COMMUNION HYMN Samuel Crossman (c. 1624-83) 

 

1  My song is love unknown, 
my Saviour’s love to me:  
love to the loveless shown,  
that they might lovely be.  

O who am I,  
that for my sake  

my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

2  He came from his blest throne, 
salvation to bestow;  
but men made strange, and none  
the longed-for Christ would know:  

but O my friend,  
my friend indeed,  

who at my need His life did spend! 
 

3  Here might I stay and sing,  
no story so divine;  
never was love, dear King,  
never was grief like thine.  

This is my Friend,  
in whose sweet praise  

I all my days could gladly spend.  
 
Prayer after Communion 

Almighty God, 
you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from all adversities 
   which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through Him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
Amen. 
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THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN Frances J. van Alstyne (1820-1915) 

 

1  To God be the glory! Great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
Who yielded his life in atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus his Son; 
And give him the glory, great things he has done! 
 

2  O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood! 
To every believer the promise of God; 
and every offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  

Praise the Lord… 
 
3  Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son: 
But purer and higher and greater will be 
our wonder, our worship, when Jesus we see!  

Praise the Lord… 
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Regular services and events at St Alban’s 

SUNDAY SERVICE: 
Sung Eucharist 9:45am weekly 

WEEKDAY SERVICE: 
Thursday 9:30am Said Eucharist 

followed by Heart of Welcome Café 10am-12pm 

Saturday Prayer Breakfast 9.30am next one Saturday 14th March 

Tiny Toes Toddler Group every Monday in term time, 9.30 – 11am 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St Alban’s contact details 

Priest-in-charge 
Rev Dr Greta Sawyer 

revgreta@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 
Churchwardens 

wardensue@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 
wardenkeith@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 

Parish Office 
office@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 
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