
 

 

Welcome to St Alban’s 

2nd Sunday after Easter 

 

 
OPENING HYMN Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) 

 

1  Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with life anew; 
that I may love what thou dost love 
and do what thou wouldst do. 
 
2  Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure; 
until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 
 
3  Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine; 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 
 
4  Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity.  

 
Our thoughts and prayers are with her Majesty the Queen and with her family, on hearing the 
news of the death of the Duke of Edinburgh. 
May God grant to him rest and peace and a share in the glory of eternal life 
 
Almighty God, you judge us with infinite mercy and justice and love everything you have made. In 
your mercy turn the darkness of death into the dawn of new life, and the sorrow of parting into 
the joy of heaven; through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
 
† In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

 
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, 
this is your world and we are your people: come among us and save us. 
 

God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine upon us: 
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Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy. 
 
May your ways be known on the earth, your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy. 
 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation,  
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy. 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you, † pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 
GLORIA 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT  

Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 
Acts 4.32-35 
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Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33 With 

great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 

grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the 

apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 
This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God. 

 
THE GOSPEL 

John 20.19-end 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, 
‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord 
and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 
 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

THE SERMON 
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THE APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

 
As our intercessions were pre-recorded before news of the death of HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh the following prayers will be offered before the recorded intercessions begin.  
 
God of our lives, we give thanks for the life of Prince Philip, for the love he shared among us, 
and for his devotion to duty. We entrust him now to your love and mercy, through our 
Redeemer Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Merciful God, be close to all who mourn, especially The Queen and all members of the Royal 
Family. May they know the hope of your promises and the comfort of your love, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Eternal God, we give thanks for the life of Prince Philip, founder of the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. We remember his vision and imagination, his interest in young people and his 
support for them. Inspire us with the same commitment to serve friend, neighbour, and 
stranger alike, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
RESPONSE: Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayers we say together: Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the 
sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
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THE PEACE  
 
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and as a pledge of what is to 
come, has given us the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you: 
And also with you.  

 
THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human 
hands have made, it will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God forever. 
  
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human 
hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 

 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty 
and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory 
of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered the powers of 
death and hell and restored in men and women the image of your glory. He has placed them 
once more in paradise and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, while angels 
and archangels and the powers of all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his 
command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the 
body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends  
and, taking bread, he praised you.  
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
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Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and 
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,we proclaim his death and 
resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.  
 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day  
when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
Look with favour on your people,  
gather us in your loving arms and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
St Alban and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.  
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, as our Saviour taught us so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name;  
Your kingdom come, your will be done;  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the 
Body of Christ of which we are members.  
In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with Christians everywhere to be 
nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love you above all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul  
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
Amen. 

 
 

As a mark of respect and in remembrance of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh the bell will be 
tolled and we will hold a minute of silence before the National Anthem.   
 

The National Anthem 
 
God save our gracious Queen, 
Long live our noble Queen, 
God save the Queen! 
Send her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us, 
God save the Queen. 
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THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 
May God,  
who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life,  
perfect in you the image of his glory;  
and the blessing … 
 
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN D.J. Mansell © 1982 Springtide 

 

 
1  Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it, 
for by his power each tree and flower  
was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it - 
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry:  
‘Jesus is Lord.’ 
 
 Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord! 
 Praise him with alleluias, 
 for Jesus is Lord. 
 
2  Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal 
in flesh he came to die in pain  
on Calvary’s tree. 
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding - 
yet gave his life a ransom  
thus setting us free. 
 

Jesus is Lord… 
3  Jesus is Lord! O’er sin the mighty conqueror; 
from death he rose and all his foes  
shall own his name. 
Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit 
to show by works of power  
that Jesus is Lord. 
 

Jesus is Lord… 
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Vicar:  Rev’d Ann Alexander            01293 277078  
vicar@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 
 
Curate: Rev’d Lizzi Green    01293 421155 
curate@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 
 
Parish Office:  Jo Browse                   01293 344860         
office@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk  
 

Website: www.stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 
 

Facebook: St Alban’s Gossops Green & Bewbush 
 
 
Common worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this 
service, is © The Archbishop's Council 2000. Calamus Licence Number 95 CCL Licence Number 078543 


