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Welcome to St Alban’s 

Dedication/1st Sunday of Lent 

 

 
OPENING HYMN Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.  

 
 

1  Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live,  
a place where saints and children tell  
how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace;  
here the love of Christ shall end divisions.  
     All are welcome, all are welcome,  
   all are welcome in this place.  
  
2  Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true,  
where all God’s children dare to seek  
to dream God’s reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness  
and as symbol of God’s grace;  
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus.  
  All are welcome… 
 
3  Let us build a house where love is found  
in water, wine and wheat:  
a banquet hall on holy ground  
where peace and justice meet.  
Here the love of God, through Jesus,  
is revealed in time and space;  
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us.  
  All are welcome…  
 
4  Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone  
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
and live the Word they’ve known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger  
bear the image of God’s face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger.  
  All are welcome… 
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5  Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard  
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace,  
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter.  
  All are welcome, all are welcome,  
  all are welcome in this place.  
  
 

† In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

 
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, 
this is your world and we are your people: come among us and save us. 
 

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love: 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you, † pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT  

Almighty God, 
to whose glory we celebrate the dedication of this house of prayer: 
we praise you for the many blessings 
you have given to those who worship you here: 
and we pray that all who seek you in this place may find you, 
and, being filled with the Holy Spirit, 
may become a living temple acceptable to you; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
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who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen  
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Genesis 28.11-18 

 
[Jacob] came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one 
of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed 
that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it.  
13 And the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the 
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14 and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to 
the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your 
offspring. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’  
16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know 
it!’ 17 And he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house 
of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ 

 
This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
John 10. 22-29 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem.  
It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the 
Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If you 
are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’  
25 Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father 
has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 

THE SERMON 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
RESPONSE: Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayers we say together: 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
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THE PEACE  
 
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and as a pledge of what is to 
come, has given us the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you: 
And also with you.  

 
THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human 
hands have made, it will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God forever. 
  
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human 
hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 

 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, 
enthroned upon the praises of your people. 
We thank you for this house of prayer, in which you bless your family 
as we come to you in pilgrimage. 
Here you reveal your presence in sacramental signs 
and make us one with you through the unseen bond of grace. 
Here you build your temple of living stones 
and bring the Church to its full stature 
as the body of Christ throughout the world, to reach its perfection at last in the heavenly 
city of Jerusalem, which is the vision of your peace. 
  
Therefore, in union with the heavenly Jerusalem, 
with angels in joyful assembly, with all whose names are written in heaven 
and with the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 
we lift up our voices to join in the triumphal song of praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his 
command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the 
body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends  
and, taking bread, he praised you.  
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.  
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 

  
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day  
when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  
Look with favour on your people,  
gather us in your loving arms  
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Alban and all the saints  
to feast at your table in heaven.  
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name;  
Your kingdom come, your will be done;  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
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We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the 
Body of Christ of which we are members.  
In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with Christians everywhere to be 
nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’. 

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love you above all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul  
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Father in heaven, 
whose Church on earth is a sign of your heavenly peace, 
an image of the new and eternal Jerusalem: 
grant to us in the days of our pilgrimage 
that, fed with the living bread of heaven, 
and united in the body of your Son, 
we may be the temple of your presence, 
the place of your glory on earth, 
and a sign of your peace in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
Amen. 
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THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

May God,  
who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life,  
perfect in you the image of his glory; and the blessing … 
 
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) Tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

 
1  Now thank we all our God,   
with hearts and hands and voices;   
who wondrous things has done,   
in whom his world rejoices;   

who from our mother’s arms has blessed us on our way   
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.  

  
2  O may this bounteous God   
through all our life be near us,   
with ever joyful hearts   
and blessèd peace to cheer us;   

and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,   
and free us from all ills in this world and the next.  

  
3  All praise and thanks to God   
the Father now be given,   
the Son, and him who reigns   
with them in highest heaven,   

the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;   
for thus it was, is now, and shall be ever more.   

  
 

Vicar:  Rev’d Ann Alexander            01293 277078  
vicar@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 
 
Curate: Rev’d Lizzi Green    01293 421155 
curate@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 
 
Parish Office:  Jo Browse                   01293 344860         
office@stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk  

 
Website: www.stalbansgossopsgreen.co.uk 

Facebook: St Alban’s Gossops Green & Bewbush 
 
 
Common worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this 
service, is © The Archbishop's Council 2000. Calamus Licence Number 95 CCL Licence Number 078543 


