
 

 

Trinity 16 Sunday Service 
 
† In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you

Brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ in word and sacrament, 
let us call to mind and confess our sins. 
 
God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you † pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in life eternal. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      
 

THE GLORIA 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord.  
You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
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THE COLLECT  

Lord of creation, 
whose glory is around and within us: 
open our eyes to your wonders, 
that we may serve you with reverence 
and know your peace at our lives’ end, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen                                                   
 

First reading 
 
Ezekiel 18.1-4, 25-end 
18The word of the Lord came to me:2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge’? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the 
person who sins that shall die. 
25 Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is 
it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall 
die.27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do 
what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.28Because they considered and turned away 
from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not 
die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 
ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?32For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 

 
The Gospel reading 

 
 
Matthew 21.23-32 
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?’ 24Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From 
heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human 
origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’ 27So they answered Jesus, 
‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 
28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not 
go.31Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly 
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I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him. 
 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

THE PEACE  
We meet in the name of Christ and we share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 
 
Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.  Amen. 

 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
The Lord be with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,  
that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made 
once for all upon the cross.  
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,  
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.  

 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Alban, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
As our Saviour taught us so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  
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because we all share in one bread. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
God’s holy gifts, for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Almighty God, 
you have taught us through your Son 
that love is the fulfilling of the law: 
grant that we may love you with our whole heart 
and our neighbours as ourselves; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through Him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 
God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life, perfect in you the image 
of his glory; and the blessing … 
  
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen. 


