
 

 

Welcome to St Alban’s Church 

Trinity 15 

 
OPENING HYMN Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
1.  And can it be that I should gain 
an interest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died he for me, who caused His pain? 
For me, who him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be 
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 
2.  ’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies: 
who can explore his strange design? 
In vain the first-born seraph tries 
to sound the depths of love divine! 

’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
let angel minds inquire no more. 

 
3.  He left his Father’s throne above, 
So free, so infinite his grace; 
emptied himself of all but love, 
and bled for Adam’s helpless race. 

‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
for, O my God, it found out me. 

 
4.  Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 

my chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 

 
5.  No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, 
and clothed in righteousness divine. 

Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ my own.  

 
 

      
† In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
  



 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
 
Brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ in word and sacrament, 
let us call to mind and confess our sins. 
 

  God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
May your ways be known on the earth, nyour saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, and reveal your justice in the sight of the 
nations: 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you  
† pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in life eternal.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

THE GLORIA Mike Anderson © 1983 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 
 

Gloria, (clap) gloria, (clap) in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria, (clap) gloria, (clap) in excelsis Deo. 

 
1.  Lord God, heavenly King, peace you bring to us; 

we worship you, we give you thanks we sing our song of praise. 
 
2.  Jesus, Saviour of all, Lord God, Lamb of God 

you take away our sins, Oh Lord, have mercy on us all. 
 
3.  At the Father’s right hand, Lord receive our prayer, 

for you alone are the Holy One, and you alone are Lord. 
 
4.  Glory Father and Son, Glory Holy Spirit, 

to you we raise our hands up high, we glorify your name. 
 

 
THE COLLECT (The special prayer of the day) 

Lord God,  
defend your church from all false teaching 
and give your people knowledge of your truth, 
that we may enjoy eternal life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Jonah 3.10 – 4.11 

 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord and said, 
‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish 
at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3 And now, O Lord, please take 
my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 4 And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you 
to be angry?’ 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth 
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
 
6 The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, 
to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn 
came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to 
die than to live.’ 
 
9 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry 
enough to die.’ 10 Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 
labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And 
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and 
also many animals?’ 
 

After the reading ...This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

THE GOSPEL   
Matthew 20.1-16 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in 
the market-place; 4 and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.” So they went.  
5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about 
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you 
standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, 
“You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to 
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the first.” 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage.  
10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.”  
13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 
for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 
same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?” 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

 
After the reading...This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

THE REFLECTION 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayers we say together:  
Merciful Father, accept these prayers,  
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 

THE PEACE  
 

We meet in the name of Christ and we share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 
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THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,  
that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made 
once for all upon the cross.  
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,  
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.  

 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Alban, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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As our Saviour taught us so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
God’s holy gifts, for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 
The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of 
Christ of which we are members. In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with 
Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’ 

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love you above all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul  

so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; 
and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through Him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life, perfect in you the 
image of his glory; and the blessing … 
  
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

 
CLOSING HYMN Thomas O. Chisholm (1866–1960) ©1923 renewed 1951 Hope Publishing 

 

1.  Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided, 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2.  Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 
3.  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
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