
 

 

Welcome to St Alban’s Church 

Trinity 5 

 
 

OPENING HYMN Arthur C. Ainger (1841-1919). 

God is working his purpose out, 
as year succeeds to year; 
God is working His purpose out, 
and the time is drawing near; 
Nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God, 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
From utmost East to utmost West, 
where’er human foot hath trod, 
by the mouth of many messengers 
goes forth the voice of God; 
give ear to me, ye continents, 
ye isles, give ear to me, 
that the earth may be filled 
with the glory of God, 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
What can we do to work God's work, 
to prosper and increase 
the friendship of all humankind, 
the reign of the Prince of peace? 
What can we do to hasten the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 
as the waters cover the sea? 
 
March we forth in the strength of God 
with the banner of Christ unfurled, 
that the light of the glorious gospel of truth 
may shine throughout the world: 
Fight we the fight with sorrow and sin, 
to set their captives free, 
that the earth may be filled 
with the glory of God, 
as the waters cover the sea. 
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All we can do is nothing worth, 
unless God blesses the deed; 
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 
till God gives life to the seed; 
yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of God, 
as the waters cover the sea.  
 

 
† In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
  
 

 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

 
Brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ in word and sacrament, 
let us call to mind and confess our sins. 
  

Lord our God, 
in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you † pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in life eternal. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
THE GLORIA Mike Anderson © 1983 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

 
Gloria, (clap) gloria, (clap) in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria, (clap) gloria, (clap) in excelsis Deo. 

 
1.  Lord God, heavenly King, peace you bring to us; 

we worship you, we give you thanks we sing our song of praise. 
 
2.  Jesus, Saviour of all, Lord God, Lamb of God 

you take away our sins, Oh Lord, have mercy on us all. 
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3.  At the Father’s right hand, Lord receive our prayer, 
for you alone are the Holy One, and you alone are Lord. 

 
4.  Glory Father and Son, Glory Holy Spirit, 

to you we raise our hands up high, we glorify your name. 
 

 
 

THE COLLECT (The special prayer of the day) 

Almighty God, 
send down upon your church 
the riches of your Spirit, 
and kindle in all who minister the gospel 
your countless gifts of grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Isaiah 55.10-13 

 
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
12 For you shall go out in joy, 
    and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall burst into song, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 
After the reading ...This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 

THE GOSPEL   
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
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Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they 
had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!’ 
 
‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but endures only 
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.’ 

 
After the reading...This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

THE REFLECTION 
 

THE NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten not made,  
of one Being with the Father, through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
he was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand  
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Lord, in your mercy...hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of the prayers we say together:  
Merciful Father, accept these prayers,  
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE  

 
We meet in the name of Christ and we share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

 
 

THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,  
that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made 
once for all upon the cross.  
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,  
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.  

 
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Alban, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,  
O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
God’s holy gifts, for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 
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The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by the Body of 
Christ of which we are members. In making our communion spiritually, we are joining with 
Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of Life’ 
 

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar.  
I love you above all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul  

so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

 
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, 
that the course of this world may be so 
peaceably ordered by your governance, 
that your church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through Him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life, perfect in you the 
image of his glory;  
and the blessing … 
  
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN Traditional 

 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
give me joy in my heart I pray. 
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising. 
Keep me praising till the end of day. 
 
  Sing hosanna! Sing Hosanna! 
  Sing hosanna to the King of Kings! 
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  Sing hosanna! Sing Hosanna! 
  Sing hosanna to the King! 
 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting, 
give me peace in my heart I pray. 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting. 
Keep me resting till the end of day. 
 

Sing hosanna! Sing Hosanna… 
 
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 
give me love in my heart, I pray. 
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 
keep me serving ‘till the end of day. 
 

Sing hosanna! Sing Hosanna… 
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